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MENTAL HEALTH FACILITIES — MISSING PATIENTS 

Question without Notice 754 — Answer Advice 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [5.04 pm]: I would like to 
provide an answer to the remainder of Hon Stephen Dawson’s question without notice 754, asked last Tuesday, 
11 August. Part (1) of that question was answered, and I indicated that I would provide the answers to (2), (3) 
and (4) today. 

Part (2) relates to how many patients, and from which Western Australian mental health facilities, are currently 
missing. The reason I wanted to get up and talk about this, rather than just have it inserted into Hansard, is that 
I wanted the opportunity to talk about what it means when people are referred to as “missing” in mental health 
services. It refers mostly to people who are receiving involuntary care. Most people think about people who are 
receiving involuntary care as it occurs in a secure area in a locked ward or something like that, and with bars on 
the windows or something. But that is actually not the case. It refers to people receiving treatment without 
consent. Sometimes people receive that treatment without consent in the community, sometimes they receive it 
in an open ward of a hospital, and sometimes, if necessary, they receive it in a secure ward. Often people feel so 
good when they are on treatment—they go on and get discharged from hospital while on that treatment—and 
they function so really well that they start to believe that they do not need to continue with that form of 
treatment. They feel so good that they stop taking their medication, for example. That is what we are referring to. 
Often people like psychiatrists and families et cetera can recognise that if a person is not required to have that 
medication on a regular basis, that person will start to become unwell and they will lack the insight to know that 
they are becoming unwell. 

The answer to the question is — 

(2) A total of three patients who are required to receive their treatment without consent have failed to be 
present for their required treatment and have not been located. These were patients receiving treatment 
at Rockingham Peel Group in a closed ward while on approved leave; Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital in 
an open ward of the mental health unit; and from the State Forensic Mental Health Service, and that was 
community-based treatment. 

(3) (a) One. 

(b) Nil. 

(c) Two. 

(d) Nil. 

(4) At the time of absconding—I do not like that word, but it is the word used; I would rather say “At the 
time they did not present for treatment”—these patients were not considered to be a concern to public 
safety. 
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